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Abstract

This paper investigates how a queer techno collective’s professed politics of care and harm
reduction is spatially constructed. The artist collective. mina. organizes queer raves at Planeta
Manas — their new DIY club on the outskirts of Lisbon. At Planeta Manas. harm reduction is part
of a larger (re)configuration of rave practices centered around mutual care. de-escalation. and
accountability. Drawing from interviews with organizers. DJs and ravers we explore how Planeta
Manas intentionally designs its rave-space to produce a network of collective care. The paper
works toward an idea of safety at the rave that is defined by a set of decentralized social practices
and spatial arrangements that redistribute responsibility from the staff to all participants. This
research aims to highlight the general lack of care-centered rave spaces and to inspire other
collectives and venues to adopt similar interventions as those implemented by mina and Planeta

Manas.
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