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a la hora de estructurar cada registro: título; sub-

título; otros títulos; fechas de inicio y fin de la 

publicación; lugar; tipografía; periodicidad; direc-

tor; colaboradores; descripción del contenido y 

observaciones aclaratorias; bibliografía sobre el 
título; biblioteca propietaria del ejemplar consul-

tado para su catalogación; revista predecesora y 

sucesora; índices acumulados.

Avance en cuanto a provisionalidad, pues el 

autor es consciente de que faltan títulos y de que 

la descripción de los mismos debe completarse. 

Pero la palabra guarda también otro significado 

semántico que hace referencia al gran salto en el 

conocimiento que permite esta publicación. Hasta 
ahora teníamos buenos estudios sobre revistas 

jurídicas españolas, el aquí reseñado de Carlos 

Petit, los de Fernando Martínez, Marta Lorente y 

otros, pero carecíamos de un catálogo como el 

que ofrece Liendo, con todas las limitaciones que 

se quieran. Estos 137 títulos dan cuenta de una 

cronología, lugares de edición, promotores, sec-

tores jurídicos … que permitirán al estudioso 

ampliar exponencialmente el campo de investiga-

ción: algo que siempre agradeceremos a Fernando 

Liendo.
La publicación viene acompañada de un data-

base muy útil pues nos permite ordenar las revistas 

por fechas, director, lugar de edición, contenido. 

Por ejemplo, resulta muy ilustrativo que de un 

golpe de vista podamos observar cómo se repiten 

entre los directores de revistas los nombres de 

Agustín María de la Cuadra, Alejo García Moreno, 

García de Gregorio, Francisco de Cárdenas, Fran-

cisco Muñoz, Francisco Pareja, Gumersindo de 
Azcárate, Pacheco, José María Pantoja, Martínez 

Alcubilla y otros. De entrada, esto nos ayuda a 

precisar protagonismos en la construcción de la 

cultura jurídica liberal española, cuyo conocimien-

to nos parece tan urgente en la actualidad.


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A Digital Treasure Trove for Portuguese
Legal History*

In the past few years, major resources have 

become available for researchers of Portuguese 

legal history. In this context, António Manuel 

Hespanha played a pioneering role; he was respon-

sible for creating the first online digital library 

on Portuguese and colonial legal texts, hosted by 

the NOVA School of law (https://novalaw.unl.pt/

arquivo-digital-antonio-manuel-hespanha). Here, 
the user has access to a curated collection of books 

on doctrinal works, draft legislation, parliamentary 

debates, legislative pieces, and jurisprudence, 

mainly covering the constitutional period and the 

liberal reformations that took place after the 1820 

revolution. Inspired by Hespanha’s aim to create 

accessible collections of sources, two other projects 

focused on legislation from the early modern 

and modern periods: Ius Lusitaniae and, more 

recently, O Governo dos Outros, which integrated 

the data from the former and extended the chron-

ological scope to the Portuguese colonial expe-

rience (http://www.governodosoutros.ics.ul.pt). In 

the same vein, and building on previous experience 

with these projects, LEGALPL – Legal Pluralism 

in the Portuguese Empire (18th–20th centuries) 
(https://pluralismojuridiconoimperio.fd.unl.pt/),

promises to further expand on the digitization of 

colonial legislation.

What these projects have in common is that 

they were guided by a questioning of the role of 

law, jurists, and the legal profession in the shaping 

of early modern and modern Portugal and its 

interactions with non-European societies. One 

* DIGIGOV – Diário do Governo
Digital (1820–1910), https://digigov.
cepese.pt/en/homepage (last visited 
13 July 2022)
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might say that they were extensions – by way of 

documentation – of these two research projects, 
providing source materials to its researchers that 

simultaneously became available to the whole 

academic community.

Produced by a different team, from a different 

school (CEPESE at Universidade do Porto), DIGI-

GOV – Diário do Governo Digital (1820–1910)

(https://digigov.cepese.pt/en/homepage) is a differ-

ent type of project, offering a different type of 

source. It does not deal directly with the traditional 
legal texts, and it is not produced by a research 

team pursuing a given subject or object, but rather 

is mainly focused on providing access to a large 

collection of texts: all of the issues of the Portu-

guese Gazette (Diário do Governo) published from 

the time of the Liberal Revolution of September 
1820 until the Republican Revolution of 1910 and 

encompassing the entire period known as the 

Constitutional Monarchy. As a project, it is mainly 

concerned with the community of users it serves, 

by reconstructing a collection, creating a digital 

version, and providing the tools needed to search it 

or simply read it.

The reconstruction part of the project is consid-

erable, given that there is no complete set of the 
Portuguese Gazette, and that the surviving and 

incomplete collections are scattered across the 

country and often in poor conditions of conserva-

tion or even withdrawn from public access. Fur-

thermore, throughout the covered period, the 

gazette had different titles, and there were even 

concurring titles in the periods where there were 

competing governments in Portugal, in a tense 
situation that evolved into a civil war (1830–34). 

Hence, one of the merits of the DIGIGOV project 

is the reconstitution of a complete set of the 

Gazette in excellent reading conditions.

The website gives the reader a digitized version 

of the Gazette. It can be read online, through an 

intuitive interface that allows browsing the differ-

ent issues, selecting the date of publication, mov-

ing from issue to issue, or searching inside a 
particular issue. It also allows printing or down-

loading each issue in pdf format, both in low and 

high resolution, and zooming in and out on every 

page. Each issue has a basic OCR that makes the 
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text available for searching; however, there are 

notable shortcomings as far as the quality of the 

OCR is concerned. Another way of accessing the 

Gazette is through the advanced search. This tool 

allows the user to create word or expression 
queries, using a set of Boolean search operators 

(AND, OR, AND NOT), proximity operators 

(NEAR), or similarity operators (SIMILAR) to 

narrow or widen the search. Technically, these 

elements are very well developed and efficient. 

However, the poor quality of some of the elec-

tronic text generated by the OCR may result in 

frustration despite a powerful search engine. On 

the bright side, its efficiency also helps circumvent 
the deficiencies of the electronic text.

The website also contains a collection of aca-

demic papers on the Portuguese Gazette and the 

political and cultural environment in which it was 

produced throughout the period, considering 

some international ramifications and comparative 

approaches with British, North American, French, 

Spanish and Italian as well as Brazilian gazettes.
In its present state – the website was first pre-

sented in July 2020 – DIGIGOV is a major con-

tribution to research on 19th century Portugal and 

the Portuguese empire. More than 30,000 issues of 

the Portuguese Gazette offer a wealth of informa-

tion on legal matters (laws, decrees, regulations, 

and royal and governmental acts), but also on a 

variety of subjects and forms that range from 

statistical reports, transcripts of parliamentary ses-
sions, maritime bulletins, prices, national and 

international news, advertisements. All this gives 

the researcher of almost any subject a fertile field of 

all sorts of data. However, a more in-depth analysis 

reveals a lack of investment in the quality of the 

electronic text and, most importantly, the absence 

of curatorship, which would provide the user with 

the integration of categories of data, or an ontology 
that would guide the user through the riches of 

almost a century of a daily gazette. An ontology 

could enable the categorization of the sections of 

the different issues; it would aid identification of 

the government organs producing the decrees and, 

within each organ, an understanding of their 

different areas of action and the nature of the texts. 

All this would greatly improve an online resource 

of central importance for research. For this period 
of legal and constitutional reform and of state 

formation, which included the constitution of a 

governmental structure around ministries and sec-

retariats, it would be a noticeable improvement if 

the user could choose from the institutions pro-

ducing those norms.

As a repository of the information published in 

Diário do Governo, the website meets the require-
ments expected for this type of project: it is 

thorough, accessible, easy to use, and provides 

different resolution levels, assuring the preserva-

tion of high-resolution files. However, there is 

room for improvement, namely at the database 

level. This would result in a new phase or a whole 

new project, of course, but with the volume of data 

that is already collected, it would not be impossible 

to achieve. The amount of electronic text should 
be revised – for instance through crowdsourcing 

and volunteer contribution from members of the 

community – and, from its wealth of information, 

a database could be created to give better access to 

data. Disaggregation of information from the 

sections of the Gazette would provide a better 

understanding of what is being published and a 

way to measure the production volume and 
rhythms of the different sectors of the new liberal 

state. A typology of texts would greatly benefit the 

researcher by allowing a more refined search and 

providing a better understanding of the institu-

tional activity. When crossed with the temporal 

dimension, it would become possible to address 

continuity and change, rhythms and cycles. A third 

level of action would be the identification of 

persons and places, aiming at future connectivity 
with other online databanks.

Despite these shortcomings, DIGIGOV impres-

ses by having compiled, organized and digitized an 

indispensable source for the study of 19th-century 

Portugal. Its importance for legal history is self-

evident and its utility for historical research in 

general is, of course, invaluable.

If we consider the work that has been pro-
duced by the Portuguese Parliamentary Historical 

Archives (https://www.parlamento.pt/sites/EN/Par

liament/Paginas/Archives.aspx), with its collections 

and databases on parliamentary debates (https://

debates.parlamento.pt) and on Portuguese legis-

lation (https://legislacaoregia.parlamento.pt), the 

possibilities for research on 19th-century Portugal, 

and specifically its legal dimensions, have been 

broadened, and the addition represented by the 
DIGIGOV project is certainly a major improve-

ment.


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