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Abstract

Examining artifacts, buildings, artworks, archaeological sites, and other evidence of
creativity and human history through a scientific lens is crucial for identifying, managing,
and protecting cultural heritage.

Cultural heritage documentation takes on different forms, including artifact
documentation to capture dimensions, condition, and appearance; diagnostic techniques
to assess object conditions using various methods; visual analysis examining physical
condition, raw materials, texture, and color; material analysis through multidisciplinary
scientific methods; and restoration and conservation planning.

These documentation forms significantly contribute to the preservation and interpretation
of cultural heritage for future generations. The multidisciplinary nature of cultural heritage
documentation underscores the need to integrate diverse fields of knowledge, such as
archaeology, history, architecture, art, conservation, natural sciences, or engineering.
Collaboration among experts from different disciplines is essential for a holistic and
comprehensive approach to cultural heritage documentation, as well as for identifying
specialty-specific elements.

The scientific gaze typically focuses on objective and measurable aspects of cultural
heritage, including materials, form, construction techniques, and chemical analysis.
However, there are instances where one must consider subjective perspectives, such as
symbolic meanings, cultural values, or the memories associated with the heritage. In
such situations, scientific approaches may fall short in capturing the entirety of the human
experience connected to heritage.

While the scientific gaze is essential in documenting cultural heritage, it is important to
acknowledge it must consider and welcome other complementary approaches,

especially when dealing with subjective, intangible aspects, technical limitations, ethical
considerations, or remembrance.
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Abstract

This paper intends to discuss the writing of Carlota de Barros as an appeal to memory
and ‘literary tourism’. This is because his writing refers to the reality of Cape Verde, in
particular the island of S. Nicolau, represents an exercise in serenity and satisfaction that
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