
there is often a discussion about the most effective professional fig-
ure (teachers, school experts or external experts), there is a little
attention to the skills and competences that an educator should
possess and to which he or she must be trained. Adopting a
Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) approach, which is eval-
uated as the most effective, it is necessary to consider a skill set for
educators that should not be limited to the knowledge in the area of
sexual health promotion and risk prevention.
Methods: In order to build evidence-based competencies and skills, a
qualitative study was conducted. A total of 72 educators involved in
school-based CSE interventions in 4 Italian Regions, in 24 middle and
secondary schools (68 classes), during 2 consecutive school years were
enrolled. Before, during, and after the activities in the classrooms, quali-
tative feedback was collected, through reflective journals written by
educators themselves. These data were analyzed through a qualitative
approach, according to the principles of empirical phenomenology.
Results: The phenomenological evidences confirm the need to over-
come the conception of educator as instructor equipped only with
knowledge in the field of sexual health. It is considered fundamental
to possess and develop pedagogical competences and skills, such as:
caring attitude, teaching skills, theoretical awareness, capacity to
manage the unexpected. Moreover, educators reported the necessity
of an initial and continuous training on these dimensions consid-
ered as the most challenging.
Conclusions: The research confirms the complexity of the compe-
tency profile of CSE educators. Therefore, their professional devel-
opment should include tailored designed multi-disciplinary training
programs, with particular attention to the pedagogical dimension.
Key messages:
• Comprehensive sexuality education requires an adequate profes-
sional figure intended not as an instructor aimed only at risk
prevention and health promotion, but as a real caring educator.

• Pedagogical skills and competences should be included in the
training processes for sex educator, through adequate activities.
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Introduction: In 2022, 45.8% of diagnoses in the EU/EEA with
known route of transmission were in Men who have Sex with
Men (MSM). We aim to characterise HIV transmission clusters
and transmission of drug resistance (TDR), as well as its determi-
nants, using integrated sociodemographic, behavioural, clinical, and
viral genomic data of MSMs newly diagnosed in Portugal between
2014 and 2019.
Methods: This study included data from 340 MSM who were diag-
nosed with HIV-1 infection. These individuals were newly diag-
nosed at 17 hospitals in Portugal between September 2014 and
December 2019. Phylogenies were constructed and transmission
clusters were identified with branch support � 90% and 1.5% gen-
etic distance. Logistic regression models were computed to examine
the factors associated with clusters of transmission and with the
presence of TDR.

Results: We identified 38 transmission clusters with 104 MSM,
which included 26.6% of the total 305 MSM from our database
used for cluster analysis. The overall prevalence of TDR was 8.2%.
Only subtype C was significantly associated with TDR. 10.5% of the
clusters had at least 1 drug resistance mutation (K103N, L90M or
N88S). There was no significant difference in the prevalence of TDR
between MSM inside and outside clusters. 50% of the clusters were
composed of portuguese native MSM only, whereas 16% had exclu-
sively migrant MSMs. No significant difference was found in the
proportion of portuguese and migrant MSM inside and outside
clusters. Factors associated with HIV-1 transmission clusters were
age at diagnosis, district of residence, unprotected anal or vaginal
sex with a woman, HIV testing frequency, presenter status and sub-
type. 87% of men engaged in sexual activity only with other men,
while 13% with both men and women.
Conclusions: Specific subgroups of MSM are contributing to HIV
dissemination in Portugal. Direct and precise prevention measures
based on molecular epidemiology should be developed.
Key messages:
• Specific subgroups of MSM are contributing to HIV dissemination
in Portugal.

• Direct and precise prevention measures based on molecular epi-
demiology should be developed.
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Background: Sexual minority individuals, often called LGBTQþ,
encounter significant danger and violence in some countries world-
wide. This forces many to seek asylum in a range of European
countries. The study aimed to explore the experiences of seeking
asylum and its implications for the mental health of sexual minority
forced migrant men in Sweden.
Methods: An exploratory qualitative approach was used, and 15
adult gay and bisexual cisgender men were interviewed individually.
Participants were recruited through a combination of purposeful,
convenience, and snowball sampling. Systematic text condensation
was used to analyze data. The analysis was conducted in close col-
laboration with three migrants with lived experience.
Results: The asylum-seeking process proved emotionally challeng-
ing, involving procedures with negative impacts on mental health.
Challenges included disclosing intimate information during asylum
interviews and enduring long periods of uncertainty with limited
information on asylum case progress. Fundamental to participants’
experiences were the behaviors and attitudes of the professionals
involved in legal procedures. Disrespectful and homophobic con-
duct during asylum interviews, enacted by interpreters and case-
workers, had been experienced by participants. The accuracy of
interpretation emerged as crucial, possibly influencing the outcome
of asylum claims as well as participants’ comfort in sharing
information.
Conclusions: Sexual minority men seeking asylum in Sweden find
themselves in an unfamiliar and emotionally challenging position.
The challenges highlighted in this study implicates that the stressful
asylum process may lead to health burdens among this population.
The study emphasizes the critical role of a safe, affirming and sup-
portive environment for asylum seekers. Further research is needed to
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