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Abstract 

I study how intangible assets influence the acquirer’s shareholder value in M&A transactions. 

Using an event study and a cross-sectional regression analysis, I analyze the impact of patents, 

R&D expenditures, and other intangible resources on cumulative abnormal returns after M&A 

announcements. Based on US transactions, I show that intangible assets, particularly patents, 

positively affect market reactions, while ongoing R&D projects are valued conservatively. 

Overall, these findings have implications for how disclosure of the target's patents, historical 

costs, and ongoing research projects can be used from the acquirer's perspective. 
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In today’s modern globalized economy, intangible assets are becoming increasingly important 

(Falato et al. 2022). Due to their non-physical nature, many of these assets are not reflected in 

the book values of companies and are difficult for investors to measure. For example, the value 

of consulting firms or business schools is largely based on the expertise and experience of their 

employees. Human capital serves as an important intangible driver of innovation, growth, and 

shareholder value, making the acquisition of such capabilities crucial for long-term success, 

especially in mergers and acquisitions (M&A) (Masulis, Reza, and Guo 2023). While human 

capital is an important intangible asset, other non-physical resources such as patents, brands, 

and technical know-how also make up a significant part of a company's value (Simon and 

Sullivan 1993; R. Hall 1992). These assets provide strategic growth opportunities that not only 

enable companies to differentiate themselves from their competitors but also create synergies 

and secure sustainable competitive advantages (Peng, Zhang, and Chang 2021; Arikan 2002; 

Spender and Grant 1996). The acquisition of intangible assets through M&A allows companies 

direct access to important resources and strengthens their corporate competencies (Meyer, 

Mudambi, and Narula 2011). Companies that do not want to invest in expensive and time-

consuming Research and Development (R&D) often use takeovers to acquire innovative 

solutions quickly. The acquired resources and technologies enable them to significantly 

increase the value of the company (Phillips and Zhdanov 2013).  

Despite the growing importance of intangible assets in M&A transactions, there is still a limited 

understanding of how these assets are valued and how they affect the market value of a com-

pany. Transaction parties (i.e., acquirers, sellers, and targets) as well as shareholders face diffi-

culties in assessing the correct value and impact of intangible assets (Moro-Visconti 2022). 

Addressing these challenges, I examine how intangible assets affect market valuations in M&A. 

In analyzing the private economic value of patents, which grant a 20-year exclusive right to a 

new invention that “excludes others from making, using, offering for sale, or selling” and  
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represents knowledge gained from successful investments (United States Patents and 

Trademark Office 2024), I also include historical corporate investments that reflect industry-

specific variations in the costs and benefits of intangible assets. Using an event study method-

ology combined with cross-sectional regression analysis, I examine how intangible assets in-

fluence immediate market reactions to M&A announcements, focusing on domestic US trans-

actions from 2000 to 2022. In this approach, I consider the impact of intangible assets on the 

acquirer's market value to reflect the shareholders' perspective. However, I do not focus on the 

impact on transaction value in this study as this is negotiable, not yet available at the time of 

announcement, and does not reflect the impact on shareholder value.  

The relevance of this research is twofold: from a theoretical position, it provides insights that 

improve the understanding of the role of intangible assets in M&A, as the M&A market is one 

of the largest in the world with a cumulative transaction value of USD 2.4 trillion in 2023 (Bain 

& Company, n.d.). From a practical perspective, it provides insights for managers and investors 

involved in the valuation and strategic development of M&A. This work can help to clarify the 

complex interplay between M&A, intangible assets, and shareholder value, thus providing a 

potential basis for decision-making in future transactions.  

The empirical results of this study are consistent with the methodology applied and show that 

both the matched economic value of patents and the intensity of the intangible property have a 

significant positive impact on the cumulative abnormal returns (CAR). Analyzing patents using 

a similarity score between acquirer and target shows that at very high market valuations (in the 

range of USD billions) per unit, there can be a considerable contribution to increasing the ac-

quirer's market capitalization in the announcement window. The intensity of the adjusted intan-

gible resources also has a positive effect, but this effect is only small in relation to the actual 

deal value and has a limited impact on shareholder value. Moreover, ongoing R&D projects 

tend to be valued conservatively by the market in the study and have a negative effect on  
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shareholder value. Robustness tests confirm these results and indicate that both alternative es-

timation models and different data sources for intangible assets lead to comparable results. 

Previous studies show that intangible assets have various effects on corporate performance in 

the context of M&A. Arikan (2002) suggests that market reactions to acquisitions of highly 

intangible targets may fluctuate due to overconfidence of the acquirer or unexpected integration 

challenges. Sevilir and Tian (2012) find that acquiring innovative targets leads to higher abnor-

mal returns, especially when the targets' innovativeness exceeds that of the acquirers. Clausen 

and Hirth (2016) emphasize the role of intangible assets in explaining acquisition prices, with 

changes in market capitalization positively correlated with R&D spending and earnings-based 

measures of intangibility. Building on this work, Masulis, Reza, and Guo (2023) show that 

acquisitions of intangible targets generate higher announcement returns due to synergies and 

growth opportunities, especially when acquirers have financial or informational advantages. 

Through this study, I aim to extend this research by analyzing the impact of intangible assets 

on market valuation in M&A, including real patent values, historical investments, and current 

research projects. In doing so, I provide new insights into the different effects of different types 

of intangible assets. 

The remaining sections of the thesis are structured as follows: Chapter I covers the theoretical 

foundations and provides a comprehensive literature review. Chapter II presents the data using 

descriptive statistics, outlines the structure of the empirical analysis, and explains the most im-

portant determinants to be examined. Chapter III presents the results of the empirical study, 

while Chapter IV discusses these results in the context of the existing literature and their prac-

tical implications. Finally, Chapter V summarizes the most important results. 

I. Theory and literature review 

A. Strategic and financial impact of intangible assets  

Intangible assets are non-physical assets that can provide future economic benefits to a  
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company according to IAS 38 (IASB 2020, para. 8) and include, i. a., intellectual property (IP), 

such as patents, trademarks, copyrights, and confidential databases (WIPO 2020). IP is a legally 

protected form of intangible asset and grants its owner exclusive rights to it (WIPO 2020). 

However, intangible assets also include non-IP assets, such as trade secrets, publicity rights, 

and domain names, which may not always have formal legal protections but still add significant 

value to a business (American Association of University Professors, n.d.). According to the 

literature, an increasing proportion of intangible assets are not recognized in the balance sheet 

today, as shown in Appendix 1, (Lim, Macias, and Moeller 2020; Corona 2009) and intellectual 

capital is insufficiently captured by financial reporting (Fischer and Baumgartner 2021). Com-

pared to tangible assets, they are more difficult to recognize because, for example, they often 

have no resale value, which makes their valuation complex (Stein 1989). The non-activated 

capabilities describe, among other things, the expertise of employees, suppliers, and consult-

ants, the corporate culture, and the network of a company (R. Hall 1992). In addition, intangible 

assets act as strategic factors of production, making it difficult for other players to enter the 

market and helping companies to realize exceptional returns (Arikan 2002; Lindenberg and 

Ross 1981). The literature identifies many dimensions of intellectual capital, which will not be 

discussed in detail here, but an overview is provided in Appendix 2. 

Companies can gain sustainable competitive advantage from intangible assets by supporting 

strategies that are difficult for current and potential competitors to replicate (Battagello, Cricelli, 

and Grimaldi 2019; Barney 1991). Moreover, these assets influence a firm’s success through 

the emotional responses of customers, employees, clients, and investors, as evidenced by War-

ren (2000). Numerous studies highlight their positive influence as growth and value drivers, 

which is primarily due to the expertise of employees and the activities of R&D and, among 

other things, leads to higher market capitalizations (Tahat, Ahmed, and Alhadab 2018; 

Whitwell, Lukas, and Hill 2007; R. Hall 1992; Sorrentino et al. 2024; Heiens, Leach, and 
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Mcgrath 2007; Simon and Sullivan 1993).  

In addition, companies are particularly interested in how their shareholders value intangible 

assets, as these account for an ever-increasing proportion of a company's capital stock in the 

digital age (Crouzet and Eberly 2019; Cosmulese et al. 2021; Heiens, Leach, and Mcgrath 

2007). While the literature shows that a higher intangible intensity of the company generally 

has a positive influence on the company valuation (Clausen and Hirth 2016; Yamaguchi 2014), 

the results concerning R&D expenditure are mixed. Whitwell, Lukas, and Hill (2007) show that 

R&D expenses have a positive influence on the financial market performance of a company, 

whereas Heiens, Leach, and Mcgrath (2007) document an increased risk with excessively high 

R&D expenses. Notably, companies with a higher intangible intensity, not fully captured by 

the balance sheet as described, tend to have a higher Tobin's Q value due to a higher market 

value (Moura et al. 2020). In M&A transactions, a high Tobin's Q value can signal to the ac-

quirer potential synergies and growth opportunities through the acquisition of intangible assets 

like patents, brand values, or R&D capacities. In contrast to the acquisition costs, Tobin's Q 

reflects the replacement costs. Furthermore, it should be noted that intangible assets are subject 

to a certain degree of loss in each period, as their patented technologies, for example, become 

obsolete (Corona 2009). 

B. Intangible assets in M&A as strategic drivers of growth and innovation 

M&A transactions are strategic channels used by companies to increase their market share, 

enhance their “core competencies” and raise more capital through low capital costs (Kongpicha-

yanond 2009). Collaborative production and research facilities allow companies to achieve 

economies of scale and scope (Masulis, Reza, and Guo 2023), as well as access to new intan-

gible assets and rapid access to capabilities (Sorrentino et al. 2024; Meyer, Mudambi, and 

Narula 2011). The acquisition of marketing-related, technology-based, and customer-related 

intangible assets aims to generate synergy effects (Masulis, Reza, and Guo 2023). Additionally, 
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M&A allows acquirers to expand their investment opportunities by buying companies that are 

experiencing financial difficulties (Masulis, Reza, and Guo 2023) and, in the process, to adopt 

innovations without being exposed to the risk of failed R&D investments (Phillips and Zhdanov 

2013; Heiens, Leach, and Mcgrath 2007). Bena and Li (2014) show that companies with low 

R&D spending and large portfolios tend to favor acquisitions. In practice, larger companies in 

R&D-intensive industries often face lower capital costs (B. Hall 2002). Targets that have a high 

cost of capital and are consequently financially constrained, as well as the undervaluation of 

intangible assets by the target as they are unable to realize the benefits in the pre-merger stage, 

leads to lower takeover prices. (Masulis, Reza, and Guo 2023). 

The ability to carry out acquisitions depends on several factors, such as the type of transaction 

(asset vs. share deals) and the timing (e.g. transaction year) (Sorrentino et al. 2024). Effective 

strategic management that aligns long-term corporate goals with potential intangible benefits 

(Keller 2001), as well as a differentiated valuation of target firms by the acquirers into intangi-

ble and tangible assets, is essential (Lehmann and Schwerdtfeger 2016). Valuing the intangible 

assets of listed companies (the focus of the project) is a complex process for investors (Sacui 

and Szatmary 2015). Although investors generally take intangible assets into account when 

evaluating companies (R. E. Hall 2001), their influence and magnitude largely depend on 

whether the acquired intangible resources can be successfully used after the acquisition 

(Lehmann and Schwerdtfeger 2016).  

II. Research Methodology 

A. Data sample and descriptive statistics 

The dataset used for this study is based on SDC Platinum M&A announcements from 1/1/2000 

to 12/31/2022 and is selected for two reasons: First, patent value data is only available until 

2022, and second, since the beginning of this century, intangibles have become more important 

in company valuation (see Appendices 3 and 4). The deal selection process is based on the 
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following criteria and is generally in line with other authors (Masulis, Reza, and Guo 2023; 

Bhattacharya and Li 2020): (i) The acquirer may not hold more than 50% of the target compa-

ny's shares before the announcement and must own 100% after the transaction is completed. 

Full ownership not only grants the acquirer sole control over all corporate decisions but also 

eliminates potential conflicts with minority shareholders and allows for a smoother integration 

and restructuring of the target company. Prior to the transaction, the acquirer does not have full 

influence over the management, strategic direction, and resources of the target company. 

(ii) Both target and acquirer must be listed on one of the largest US stock exchanges, namely 

American Stock Exchange (AMEX), Nasdaq Stock Market (Nasdaq), or New York Stock Ex-

change (NYSE). (iii) A deal value must be documented. (iv) Financial information must be 

available in Compustat for both the acquirer and the target. (v) Neither company may be a 

government entity (Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes starting with 9 are excluded). 

The study does not exclude financial institutions (SIC 60-67), as these also have intangible 

assets and, in line with Masulis, Reza, and Guo (2023), a comprehensive analysis of the influ-

ence of intangible assets also has an impact on acquirer returns in this sector. 

The share prices and the number of shares issued, as well as any public financial information, 

such as total assets, recognized intangible assets, debt, revenue, R&D- and Selling, General, 

and Administrative (SGA) expenses, have been obtained from the Compustat - Capital IQ da-

tabase. While the share prices are available for each trading day, the financial information is 

available quarterly. Past transactions affecting both the acquirer and the industry, in general, 

were downloaded by SDC Platinum. The data set also contains real and nominal dollar values 

of patents for listed stock corporations originating from Kogan et al. (2017). While this study 

is based on “gvkey”, the providers of the datasets have provided “permno” as the identifier. To 

convert “permno” and “SDC Deal Numbers” to “gvkey” format, data sets from Ewens, Peters, 
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and Wang (2024) and Ewens and Marx (2024) are used.1 While SDC Platinum also provides 

CUSIP identifiers, these are limited to 6-digit codes, while Compustat requires 9-digit CUSIPs, 

making direct conversion difficult. The primary restriction is the conversion of SDC transaction 

numbers to “gvkey” for acquirers and targets, as the manually created data set by Ewens, Peters, 

and Wang (2024) has only a limited overlap where both the acquirer and target “gvkey” are 

available.  

Since this analysis only utilizes financial information from quarterly reports, these figures may 

not fully capture the actual value involved in the transaction. However, these are the only met-

rics available to most investors, apart from insiders. Therefore, the values from the most recent 

available report are used in the analysis as of the announcement date. Missing values that are 

not mandatory, such as R&D expenses, are assigned a value of 0 in the analysis. Similarly, non-

existent patent values are also set to 0. If the target company is not a listed corporation, the data 

set from Kogan et al. (2017) would not include the private value of the patents, since in this 

case no market reaction can be recorded. For this reason, as described above, only listed stock 

corporations are considered in the sample. 

The analyzed data set includes a total of 1,142 transactions, as detailed in Table 1. Panel A 

shows that during the sample period, the number of M&A deals tends to decrease, while the 

average transaction value increases and reaches its peak in 2020. Both the average market value 

of acquirers and the average total assets of target companies show a general upward trend 

throughout the sample period. In addition, the share of intangible assets in transactions increases 

and peaks in 2021, underlining their growing importance in acquisition strategies. Most acqui-

sitions take place in the manufacturing (SIC: 20-39) and services (SIC: 70-89) sectors, while 

activity in the agriculture, forestry, and fishing (SIC: 01-09) and construction (SIC: 15-17) sec-

tors remains minimal, as shown in Panel B.   

 
1 The corresponding data sets can be downloaded here: https://github.com/michaelewens/SDC-to-Compustat-

Mapping/blob/master/dealnum_to_gvkey.csv.  

https://github.com/michaelewens/SDC-to-Compustat-Mapping/blob/master/dealnum_to_gvkey.csv
https://github.com/michaelewens/SDC-to-Compustat-Mapping/blob/master/dealnum_to_gvkey.csv
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Table 1. Overview of M&A Deals used in the sample 

Panel A: M&A Deals by Year, along with Acquirer and Target Characteristics 

   Acquirer Target 

Year Number of Deals Average  

Deal Value 

(in millions USD) 

Average  

Market Value 

(in millions USD) 

Average Total As-

sets 

(in millions USD) 

Average Intangible 

Assets Share in Deal 

2000 70 554 13,212 5,202 0.00 

2001 119 293 5,894 6,503 0.01 

2002 102 173 4,867 10,967 0.12 

2003 96 302 5,138 3,812 0.17 

2004 77 571 5,204 10,153 0.18 

2005 80 612 9,511 3,254 0.15 

2006 67 569 8,797 13,744 0.17 

2007 68 1,132 15,517 19,903 0.19 

2008 48 331 16,085 2,926 0.19 

2009 54 995 8,298 14,371 0.21 

2010 49 846 10,894 18,230 0.22 

2011 32 1,310 19,274 6,983 0.21 

2012 44 703 13,219 38,681 0.18 

2013 33 1,014 10,245 6,402 0.20 

2014 48 828 9,241 8,578 0.20 

2015 55 2,184 10,378 19,414 0.19 

2016 33 1,051 16,998 1,150 0.19 

2017 16 1,304 11,909 313 0.25 

2018 17 3,177 17,826 2,434 0.16 

2019 10 1,808 44,952 573 0.11 

2020 12 6,644 24,071 2,361 0.13 

2021 8 5,456 59,600 1,915 0.26 

2022 4 690 5,899 266 0.18 

Total 1,142 840 10,526 10,070 0.14 
 

Panel B: M&A Deals Distribution by Industry and Year 

Division A B C D E F G H I 

SIC 01 - 09 10 - 14 15 - 17 20 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 51 52 - 59 60-68 70 - 89 

Industry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 

Agricul-

ture, For-

estry, and 

Fishing 

Mining Construc-

tion 

Manufac-

turing 

Transpor-

tation, 

Commu-

nications, 

Electric, 

Gas, and 

Sanitary 

service 

Whole-

sale 

Trade 

Retail 

Trade 

Finance, 

Insur-

ance, 

And Real 

Estate 

Services 

2000 0 0 0 29 9 0 5 3 24 

2001 0 2 0 52 13 3 2 5 42 

2002 0 3 0 40 5 4 3 2 45 

2003 0 0 0 48 7 0 4 0 37 

2004 0 4 0 41 4 0 0 2 26 

2005 0 0 0 44 9 2 0 2 23 

2006 0 3 0 39 5 0 3 0 17 

2007 0 3 0 38 4 0 3 4 16 

2008 0 2 0 25 2 0 2 0 17 

2009 0 2 0 30 7 0 0 0 15 

2010 0 5 0 26 2 3 0 0 13 

2011 0 3 0 18 4 0 0 0 7 

2012 0 4 0 20 2 3 3 4 8 

2013 0 4 0 19 3 0 0 0 7 

2014 0 6 0 22 5 2 0 5 8 

2015 0 3 0 31 8 0 3 2 8 

2016 0 0 0 22 3 2 0 0 6 

2017 0 0 0 14 0 0 0 0 2 

2018 0 4 0 7 3 0 0 0 3 

2019 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 

2020 0 0 0 8 0 0 2 0 2 

2021 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 3 

2022 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 0 48 0 592 95 19 30 29 329 

Source: Own illustration, allocation of SIC based on U.S. Department Of Labor (n.d.). 



 

11 

B. Design of the study  

In this research, an event study is conducted in combination with a cross-sectional regression 

analysis to analyze the market reactions to M&A announcements and to investigate the role of 

intangible assets in this process. The event study measures the abnormal returns of the ac-

quirer’s shares in the context of the takeover announcements (MacKinlay 1997; Brown and 

Warner 1980; 1985). Expected returns are calculated using the Fama-French 5-Factor (FF5) 

model with an estimation window of [-130, -10] trading days before the announcement date 

and are widely accepted in research (MacKinlay 1997). Deals for which no data is available for 

at least 120 days before the announcement, or which overlap with other deals, are excluded 

from the analysis. The FF5 model is used to predict the expected return because it incorporates 

additional systematic risk factors beyond size and value, specifically profitability and invest-

ment, thereby improving the model's ability to explain fluctuations in stock returns more accu-

rately than traditional models such as the Capital Asset Pricing Model (CAPM) or Fama-French 

3-Factor (FF3) model (Fama and French 2015). The analysis initially considers a three-day 

event window of [-1, 1] days around the announcement date. Buffering between the estimation 

window and the event window is intended to reduce information asymmetries that may exist 

before the announcement so that more stable estimates can be predicted. Abnormal returns re-

sult from the difference between the actual return of the acquiring company 𝑖 on day 𝑡 and the 

expected return of the company 𝑖 on that day 𝑡 according to the FF5 model. The CAR are 

calculated as the sum of the abnormal returns of the company 𝑖 over the entire event window.2  

After calculating the CAR, a cross-sectional regression analysis is performed with the CAR 

within the respective event window as the dependent variable. Cross-sectional regression anal-

ysis, which is widely used in financial research (Fama and French 1993; 2015), is used to iden-

tify factors that influence CAR, with the independent variables categorized into four categories: 

 
2 Similarly, I have also considered the [-2, 2] and [-3, 3] event time windows in the later robustness section. 
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(i) Target characteristics, (ii) Acquirer characteristics, (iii) Industry characteristics, and (iv) 

Market characteristics. As already mentioned, the main difficulty with intangible assets is de-

termining their correct value. Due to accounting rules, only a small proportion of these assets 

are recognized in the balance sheet, leaving important elements such as employee know-how 

largely unconsidered. In this analysis, I, therefore, attempt to estimate the value of a company's 

knowledge and intellectual capital and, in line with other authors, divide a company's intangible 

capital into two areas: knowledge capital and organizational capital (Ewens, Peters, and Wang 

2024; Peters and Taylor 2017). Patents serve, as they do in this study, as a proxy for estimating 

a firm's innovative capacity and can be more precisely categorized as a component of intellec-

tual capital. Kogan et al. (2017) use a method to price the economic value of patents based on 

market reactions. The underlying assumption is that stock prices provide a forward-looking 

estimate of the private value of a patent. The calculation is based on a three-day event window 

starting from the date of the patent grant to isolate the effects of this announcement on stock 

prices and aligns them with general market movements through idiosyncratic returns: 

(1) 𝑅𝑗  =  𝑣𝑗  + 𝜖𝑗  

where 𝑣𝑗  represents the patent-specific value component and 𝜖𝑗 denotes unrelated movements. 

The economic value of a patent 𝐸𝑃𝑉𝑗 is defined as the product of the estimated patent-related 

return and the firm's market capitalization before the patent grant: 

(2) 𝐸𝑃𝑉𝑗  =
1

1 − 𝜋̅𝑗

×
1

𝑁𝑗

 ×  𝐸[𝑣𝑗|𝑅𝑗] × 𝑀𝑗  

where 𝑁𝑗 is the number of patents granted to a company on the same day as patent 𝑗 and 𝑀𝑗 is  

the market capitalization of the day before the company's patent 𝑗 was published. 𝜋𝑗̅ is the prob-

ability of a successful patent application based on historical acceptance rates. The real patent 

value is adjusted to the prices in the year 1982 by deflating the nominal value with the Con-

sumer Price Index. Using this method, the economic value of patents, already calculated by the 

authors, is incorporated as a cumulative sum for each target up to the point of the  
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announcement. This value is then multiplied by the similarity score from Bloom, Schankerman, 

and van Reenen (2013) and is included in the regression analysis with the variable 𝐸𝑃𝐴. The 

score, which ranges from 0 to 100 percent, measures the technological similarity between 

acquirer and target based on the distribution of their patents across technology fields. The 

calculation is based on the cosine similarity formula, a detailed scheme is included in Appendix 

5 as this is not the main focus of the paper. Besides successful patent applications, companies 

have various other intangible assets that contribute to their value. As mentioned above, the 

current state of intangible assets is limited, and available data is insufficient. Apart from patents 

and trademarks, which were examined by Desai et al. (2022), little attention is paid to the val-

uation of other intangible assets before M&A transactions.  

For further analysis, a cost approach is used in which a firm's intangible assets are estimated by 

evaluating R&D spending (knowledge capital) and SGA expenses (organizational capital), 

which is also used similarly by Peters and Tylor (2017). These values are adjusted based on the 

depreciation rates of the Bureau of Economic Analysis (2024) and reduced by the total value 

of the previously calculated patent valuations (see equation (3)) since these are already used in 

this analysis and may include components such as employee knowledge. In this step, the total 

value of all patents of the target is deducted, as patents that exist at the target but cannot be used 

by the acquirer also offer very poor economic value added. Nonetheless, it is still important to 

take additional R&D spending into account, since even “failed” R&D investments that do not 

lead to patents can still contribute to valuable knowledge. In this analysis, historical R&D and 

SGA expenses are cumulated because their importance and magnitude vary across industries. 

Knowledge capital includes elements such as technical know-how, technological capabilities, 

and non-patented innovations, while organizational capital includes business processes, man-

agement practices, and customer relationships (Peters and Taylor 2017). The depreciation rates 

𝛿𝑅𝐷 and 𝜌𝑆𝐺𝐴 are based on the average provided by the Bureau of Economic Analysis (2024) 
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for each category and were manually assigned to the corresponding SIC. Residual values are 

calculated using these depreciation rates and reflect the progressive depreciation of both R&D 

and SGA investments over time.  

(3) 𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑦𝑖 = ∑(1 − 𝛿𝑅𝐷)𝑘 × 𝑅&𝐷𝑖,𝑡−𝑘

∞

𝑘=1

+ ∑(1 − 𝜌𝑆𝐺𝐴)𝑘 × 𝑆𝐺𝐴𝑖,𝑡−𝑘

∞

𝑘=0

− ∑ 𝐸𝑃𝑉𝑖,𝑗 

𝑚

𝑗=1

  

In the formula, 𝑚 is used as the total number of patents held by company 𝑖, while 𝑘 indicates 

the period in years in which historical expenditure is considered. In the analysis, such influence 

is measured using the variable Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity3, which is scaled based 

on the transaction value. It should be noted that R&D expenditures are only included in this 

analysis up to one period (𝑘 = 1) in advance, as it is assumed that the R&D activities from the 

interval from the announcement date up to one year in advance are still ongoing and are there-

fore included in the analysis as a separate determinant.  

Ongoing research intensity is defined by the R&D expenditure of the last 12 months in relation 

to the turnover of the same period and is considered as Unrealized R&D. Using this method 

aims to avoid overlaps in the analysis and enables a more precise assessment of the company's 

intellectual and organizational capital, which is often not fully reflected in the balance sheet.  

In the analysis of acquirer characteristics, the natural logarithm of the acquirer's market capi-

talization 10 days before the announcement is used as the Acquirer Size. As this varies by ac-

quirer, the logarithmic transformation minimizes scaling effects and improves comparability 

and model fit. The Leverage Ratio (debt-to-total-assets ratio) and the cumulative value of M&A 

transactions of the last 10 years as the Value of last M&A activities are also considered as a 

function of the acquirer at the announcement date. In the industry analysis, the dummy variable 

Intensity of M&A market is assigned based on the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI)4, which 

is calculated using the cumulative 10-year M&A deal value for each industry. Industries within 

 
3 “Intangible property” is used here to include not only patents, copyrights and trademarks, but also various forms 

of corporate knowledge. (American Association of University Professors, n.d.). 
4 The HHI measures the market concentration by calculating the sum of the squared market shares of deal values. 
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the 80th percentile or above in terms of M&A market concentration are assigned a dummy 

variable indicating high market dominance. Macroeconomic conditions are analyzed with the 

variable Market Performance by examining the average market return over the last 60 trading 

days, using the S&P 500 index as a benchmark. Based on this, equation (4) is formed, whereby 

the variables are additionally summarized in Appendix 6.  

(4) 

𝐶𝐴𝑅ᵢ = 𝛼 + 𝛽1 𝐸𝑃𝐴 +  𝛽2 𝐴𝑑𝑗𝑢𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑦 𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑦 +  𝛽3 𝑈𝑛𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑙𝑖𝑧𝑒𝑑 𝑅&𝐷 

+𝛽4 𝐴𝑐𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑟 𝑆𝑖𝑧𝑒 + 𝛽5 𝐿𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜 + 𝛽6 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑙𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝑀&𝐴 𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑒𝑠 

+𝛽7 𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝑜𝑓 𝑀&𝐴 𝑚𝑎𝑟𝑘𝑒𝑡 + 𝛽8 𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑘𝑒𝑡 𝑃𝑒𝑟𝑓𝑜𝑟𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 + 𝜀 

 

Within the analysis, standard errors are clustered at the SIC level to account for potential cor-

relations within groups and to allow for robust statistical inference. In addition, fixed effects 

resulting from the interaction of industry and year are included to control for unobserved het-

erogeneity both between industries and over time. 

III. Results 

A. Empirical findings 

As part of the analysis, an initial examination is conducted to assess how M&A announcements 

generally impact share prices within the sample, with the results presented in Table 2. The 

various event windows show that the CAR in the [-1, 1] window are not statistically different 

from zero, while the CAR in the [-2, 2] window are significantly greater than zero at the 1% 

significance level. In the extended [-3, 3] event window, the CAR remain significant at the 5% 

level. This shows that shareholders in the sample perceive M&A announcements differently 

depending on their time horizon. 

Table 2. Results for CAR Across Different Event Windows using FF5 model 

 Event Window 

 [-1, 1] [-2, 2] [-3, 3] 

CAR 0.0020 

(1.17) 

0.0038 

(2.52) 

0.0031 

 (2.08) 

Observations 3,762 6,260 8,757 

Note: The mean value is shown and the t-statistic derived from a one-sample t-test to test whether the mean CAR is significantly different 

from zero is shown in parentheses. 
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The study then examines several models that gradually incorporate additional variables to test 

an increasing number of influencing factors. In model 1 shown in Table 3, only the influence 

of the target company’s EPA on the CAR is evaluated. The result is statistically significant at 

the 1% level and shows a positive coefficient. In model 2, the study introduces the additional 

variable Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity to further analyze the factors influencing the 

CAR. The coefficient for EPA remains positive and statistically significant at the 1% level as 

well as the coefficient for the Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity is positive and statistically 

significant at the 5% level. In model 3, the additional variable Unrealized R&D is considered 

to include the effects of unfinished R&D projects as a factor of revenue on the CAR. The coef-

ficients for EPA and Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity remain positive and statistically 

significant at the same level. However, Unrealized R&D has a negative coefficient and is sta-

tistically significant at the 1% level. In model 4, additional control variables related to the ac-

quirer, such as size, leverage, and the value of past transactions, are included. The coefficient 

for EPA remains positive and statistically significant at the same significance level, similar to 

the Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity which is now also significant at the 1% level. Unre-

alized R&D continues to have a negative coefficient at the same level of significance. Among 

the new variables, only the coefficient for the Value of last M&A activities is negative and 

significant at the 5% level. Finally, the additional variables Intensity of M&A market in the 

industry, and Market Performance are included in model 5. None of the previously considered 

coefficients change their coefficients or their statistical significance. Intensity of M&A market 

has no significant influence in the model, whereas the coefficient for Market Performance is 

positive and statistically significant at a 1% level. In sum, all models show similar results.  

The economic impact of this study consistently shows a positive effect of EPA and Adjusted 

Intangible Property Intensity on CAR, emphasizing the importance of intangible assets for 

M&A outcomes. In particular, EPA with a coefficient of 0.0033 indicates that a one-unit  
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increase leads to a 0.33% increase in CAR and represents a significant financial effect given 

the scale of M&A. Similarly, Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity, while having a low coef-

ficient, has a measurable positive impact scaled by transaction value, highlighting its subtle and 

significant role in market reactions. In contrast, Unrealized R&D shows a negative and statisti-

cally significant effect with a coefficient of -0.0013, suggesting that higher levels of incomplete 

R&D efforts reduce CAR, reflecting investor caution towards unfinished projects. 

Table 3. Results of the cross-sectional regression analysis using the FF5 model 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-1, 1] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0029*** 

(76.13) 

0.0036*** 

(17.42) 

0.0035*** 

(16.86) 

0.0031*** 

(18.29) 

0.0033*** 

(17.62) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000** 

(3.62) 

0.0000** 

(3.53) 

0.0000*** 

(6.02) 

0.0000*** 

(6.39) 

Unrealized R&D   -0.0015*** 

(-23.8) 

-0.0014*** 

(-13.17) 

-0.0013*** 

(-14.43) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0007 

(-0.31) 

-0.0010 

(-0.48) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0041 

(0.94) 

0.0039 

(0.85) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0018** 

(-2.67) 

-0.0017** 

(-2.81) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     -0.0082 

(-0.69) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     7.9882*** 

(3.74) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1142 1142 1142 1116 1116 

R2 0.0674 0.0685 0.0746 0.0912 0.0971 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 

B. Robustness  

To ensure the reliability of the empirical results, various robustness tests are carried out using 

alternative event windows and modeling approaches. In addition to the FF5, the FF3 and the 

market model, based on the S&P 500 index, are also considered in the event windows [-1, 1], 
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[-2, 2], and [-3, 3], while the estimation window remains unchanged (see Table 4 for a summa-

rized overview and Appendices 7 - 14 for the detailed regression results).  

Table 4. Summary of robustness for alternative event windows and prediction models 

 Coefficient t-statistics 

Panel A: Prediction with FF5 in [-2, 2] event window   

EPA 0.0024 11.98 

Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity 0.0000 2.59 

Unrealized R&D  -0.0014 -8.19 

Panel B: Prediction with FF5 in [-3, 3] event window   

EPA 0.0026 7.81 

Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity 0.0000 0.87 

Unrealized R&D  -0.0015 -7.74 

Panel C: Prediction with FF3 in [-1, 1] event window   

EPA 0.0033 17.62 

Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity 0.0000 6.39 

Unrealized R&D  -0.0013 -14.43 

Panel D: Prediction with market model in [-1, 1] event window   

EPA 0.0033 17.62 

Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity 0.0000 6.39 

Unrealized R&D  -0.0013 -14.43 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. The models are structured according to the scheme shown in Model 5. 

The analysis shows in all estimation models that in the shorter periods, i.e. in the three-day and 

five-day window, both EPA and Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity continue to have a sig-

nificant positive influence on the CAR. At the same time, the negative significant effect of 

Unrealized R&D remains. The extended seven-day window shows that the relevance of EPA 

and Unrealized R&D remains largely constant, while the Adjusted Intangible Property Intensity 

remains positive but is no longer significant. These observations suggest that the relevance of 

Adjusted intangible property intensity is more pronounced in shorter event windows, while in 

longer time windows this effect weakens. 

The model is also tested for robustness during bubble years, which according to Haddad, Ho, 

and Loualiche (2022) represent phases of intense speculation in which industry prices rise 

sharply and decouple from fundamental values. By doing so, it should be ensured that the results 

of intangible assets in M&A analyses are not influenced by speculative distortions. 

Corresponding bubbles are available annually and by SIC (already defined by the authors 

mentioned) and show that the coefficient for EPA remains positive and significant in all time 
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periods, while Adjusted Intangible Property Intesity is only significant in the three- and seven-

day windows and Unrealized R&D only in the seven-day window (not tabulated). 

In addition to the various valuation models used to estimate CAR, it is also valuable to analyze 

how the acquirer's shareholders perceived the intangible assets, using the financial information 

from the published transaction reports as a reference. Ewens, Peters, and Wang (2024) provide 

a dataset based on data reported by acquirers in their 10-K filings regarding intangible assets. 

However, since the primary focus of this study is to investigate shareholder perceptions and 

valuations of these intangible assets directly, this dataset was initially not considered and is 

introduced here only to test robustness. In the 10-K filings, patents are treated as an independent 

factor, while the adjusted intangibility metric is calculated as the sum of trademarks, trade 

names, brands, technology, workforce, non-compete agreements, maintenance contracts, cus-

tomer relationships, and contractual rights. This analysis mainly considers the aggregate of 

these individual values separately to enhance comparability. In-process R&D is also treated 

independently, with the natural logarithm applied, as ASC 805 (FASB 2024) does not provide 

specific information on the exact period of ongoing research activities, thus ensuring better 

comparability. To include deals in this analysis, SDC deal numbers from this dataset must 

match those in the overall sample, resulting in a total of 458 overlapping transactions in the 

period from 2000 to 2017. The results show that in all three event windows [-1, 1], [-2, 2], and 

[-3, 3] and within all estimation models, the coefficients for Patents and Adjusted Intangible 

Property have a positive and statistically significant influence on the CAR, while In-process 

R&D has a negative and statistically significant coefficient (see Table 5).  

The analysis of the individual items instead of the cumulative key figure for adjusted intangible 

property shows that the values for customer relationships and technology in particular have a 

positive significant influence (results not tabulated), which would, however, presuppose that 

uniform valuation methods are always used by the various acquirers. 
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Table 5. Impact of data from 10-K reporting on the CAR using FF5 as a prediction model 

 CAR [-1, 1] CAR [-2, 2] CAR [-3, 4] 

Patents 0.1048*** 

(18.09) 

0.3491*** 

(56.09) 

0.1866*** 

(41.97) 

Adjusted Intangible  

Property 

0.0016*** 

(36.31) 

0.0022*** 

(73.36) 

0.0023*** 

(26.23) 

In-process R&D -0.0079*** 

(-41.32) 

-0.0093** 

(-3.9) 

-0.0094** 

(-3.56) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 458 457 457 

R2 0.1009 0.1372 0.0998 

Note: All values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% levels, 

respectively.  

C. Limitations 

Since this study only examines US companies, this may limit the transferability of the results 

and may lead to different responses in non-US markets. Furthermore, the sample may be 

skewed towards larger companies, since financial data for smaller companies is often insuffi-

ciently available and the conversion of SDC deals into company-specific information is largely 

based on the database created by Ewens, Peters, and Wang (2024), which primarily contains 

large companies as acquirers. In the dataset used by Kogan et al. (2017), the value of patents 

was determined based on market reactions, which in turn requires that the target is a listed 

corporation. Additionally, public limited companies may not be equally represented in all in-

dustries, as is the case in this sample (see Table 1). The results could therefore be different for 

smaller companies that are underrepresented in this sample, which could lead to a potential 

distortion of the results. Also, the patent value is only considered in a three-day time frame. 

Another limitation is the use of quarterly financial data that does not accurately reflect the exact 

value of the company at the time of the announcement and ignores interim changes in key fig-

ures. Although patents are given a similarity score to estimate what proportion can be used by 

the acquirer, this is only an estimate and not a static value. The valuation of intangible assets, 

such as employee expertise, is approximated using R&D and SGA spending, which may not 

represent the actual value of these assets. Similarly, this estimate is highly dependent on the  
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depreciation rates used, which are different for each company and are used in this analysis in 

the form of sectors. The acquirer's usage options are only assigned a similarity score for patents. 

This analysis lacks a detailed breakdown of the specific intangible assets valued by sharehold-

ers, highlighting the challenge that these assets can vary significantly across sectors. Further-

more, the event study approach only captures the short-term market reactions, but not the long-

term effects. Unexpected events during the study period could also influence the results. The 

factors and market models used take systematic risks into account but do not directly consider 

macroeconomic variables such as interest rates or inflation, which could make the analysis of 

market reactions incomplete. 

To sum up, the results can provide valuable insights into the short-term market effects of M&A 

announcements, as long as they are interpreted in light of the limitations identified. 

IV. Discussion  

Results from this study provide new insights regarding the role of intangible assets in determin-

ing shareholder value in M&A announcements. The empirical results suggest that shareholders 

respond favorably to M&A transactions when target firms possess significant intangible assets, 

as evidenced by the statistically significant impact of both economic patent values and adjusted 

intangible property intensity. This is consistent with the growing literature emphasizing the 

strategic importance of intellectual property and intangible resources in firm valuation (Ewens, 

Peters, and Wang 2024; Peters and Taylor 2017). 

In particular, the results are consistent with those of Kogan et al. (2017), who claim that patents 

serve as a reliable proxy for innovation capabilities because they represent formalized and mar-

ket-valued knowledge capital. This is also supported by the significant coefficients for the eco-

nomic value of patents, suggesting that patents are perceived by the market as valuable assets 

that contribute to a firm's long-term competitiveness and profitability. The findings also high-

light that, in addition to formal intellectual property, other factors such as the intensity of further 
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intangible assets play a major role in shaping market perception. The short-term positive effects 

show that historical SGA and R&D investments that have not led to patents are perceived pos-

itively by shareholders and may also be used by them as an indicator of knowledge. The ob-

served decline in the significance of adjusted intangible intensity in the longer event window 

[-3, 3] suggests that while intangibles are critically important immediately after M&A an-

nouncements, their perceived value diminishes as investors are given more information over a 

longer time period. This implies that the immediate reaction to intangible assets may be driven 

by initial market sentiment, which gradually stabilizes as more detailed information becomes 

available. The negative and significant coefficients for unrealized R&D investments illustrate 

the conservative behavior of the market towards ongoing R&D projects. This is in line with the 

previous study by Lev and Sougiannis (1996), which notes the inherent uncertainty and poten-

tial risks associated with unfinished R&D activities. The consistently negative impact indicates 

that while R&D spending contributes to the creation of knowledge, it is often viewed as a lia-

bility rather than an asset during the short-term window surrounding the announcement of 

M&A. The market may therefore focus on the immediate results of the R&D, which are accom-

panied by uncertainty about the future benefits and risks of the integration, affecting the CAR. 

High SGA costs could be seen as an advantage by shareholders, as they reflect employee ex-

pertise, increased sales reach through investment in sales staff, or increased brand awareness 

through advertising. It should be noted that excessively high costs can also be interpreted as a 

sign of poor profitability, e.g. if the performance of the sales department is weak, thus opening 

up the potential for the acquirer to increase the target's profitability. A company with high com-

mission payments, typically recorded in SGA expenses, tends to offer less potential for "insight 

knowledge" when analyzing historical costs than companies that do without such payments and 

instead invest in other areas of this category. R&D expenditure is spent to gain new knowledge 

through investment opportunities as well as to develop and improve existing products. These 
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investments, as explained above, face the risk that the spending does not lead to new insights 

or that there is no market for the developed products consistent with the study conducted. A 

concise overview of the pros and cons of using historical costs to estimate intangible property 

is available in Appendix 15. Similarly, both book values (historical values) and market values 

(future-oriented patent values) are compared. Instead of exact balance sheet items, the key fig-

ures are based on historical investments to reflect the economic value of intangible assets as 

accurately as possible. While the study uses the cost method, shareholders could use alternative 

approaches such as comparable valuations, which have not been considered here. 

Similarly, the analysis of 10-K reports on share prices following takeovers confirms the valua-

tion of intellectual assets. Information on intangible purchase elements is only published after 

completion and does not directly influence investor decisions; however, it can be used to esti-

mate the value of intangible assets. The findings also show that customer relationships and 

technology increase company value and highlight the growing importance of intangible assets 

through globalization. Further robustness testing during bubble years suggests that only patent 

values are associated with higher abnormal returns. In general, patent values prove to be par-

ticularly robust, indicating that shareholders attach more importance to legally protected intan-

gible assets or their market valuation than to book values. 

The results show how important it is for managers to communicate the strategic value of intan-

gible assets in M&A announcements, as innovation serves as a key growth driver. Companies 

should use the development and disclosure of their intellectual property to increase shareholder 

value, considering the 20-year time limit on patents and historical cost risks. In addition, as new 

technologies emerge, previous expenditures may lose their value as well as patents themselves 

may lose value. However, the acquisition of intangible assets is often only beneficial if they can 

be used in the long-term core business or if expansion in this direction is intended (a possible 

process is outlined in Appendix 16). The negative effects of unrealized R&D investments serve 
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as a warning signal to managers, suggesting that increased transparency regarding the status 

and potential outcomes of R&D projects could help alleviate market concerns. In addition to 

listed companies, dynamic and innovative start-ups offer great potential as takeover targets, 

while they are rarely listed on the stock exchange (Dijk, Moraga‐González, and Motchenkova 

2024). R&D and SGA figures are often inadequate here, as these are not yet established for 

start-ups, which may limit their influence on the market value of the acquirer. 

The results of this study are consistent with previous research by Peters and Taylor (2017), who 

argue that traditional accounting methods fail to capture the full value of intangible assets such 

as knowledge and organizational capabilities. By demonstrating the importance of adjusted in-

tangible asset intensity, I provide further evidence to support the argument that, when measured 

appropriately, intangible assets can provide valuable insights into the true market value of a 

company. However, the lack of significance of certain control variables, such as acquirer size 

and industry M&A intensity, despite a negative influence, contrasts with studies such as 

Moeller, Schlingemann, and Stulz Moeller (2004), which found that acquirer characteristics 

have a greater influence on explaining M&A outcomes. 

The results are primarily applicable to larger companies, as already described in the limitations. 

In future research, the influence of takeovers of smaller companies should therefore also be 

analyzed. Similarly, the impact of intangible assets in the international M&A context could be 

analyzed to better understand cross-national differences in investor perceptions. At this point, 

it would be conceivable to work out differences between different cultures. Furthermore, ex-

amining the long-term effects of intangibles on shareholder value beyond the short-term event 

windows used in this study would allow a more holistic view of their contribution to firm per-

formance. Exploring which specific areas offer the potential for realizing synergies would be 

valuable in this context. Intangible assets could be analyzed in greater detail to demonstrate 

how individual components impact the acquirer's market value. Target's perspective on the 
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share price impact should also be reviewed, allowing for the possibility that a higher purchase 

price may be demanded despite purchase price negotiations. 

V. Conclusion  

In this study, I develop a comprehensive analysis of the impact of intangible assets on share-

holder value in M&A, using market reactions to capture their strategic importance. Patents and 

other intangible assets show a significant positive impact on CAR, supporting the theory that 

these resources provide strategic advantages and are recognized as value-enhancing by financial 

markets. The results contribute to the literature by examining the impact of various intangible 

assets, highlighting the consistently positive value of patents and the uncertainty associated 

with unrealized R&D investments. While the results are consistent with previous research on 

prudent market valuation of incomplete innovations and have passed robustness tests, limita-

tions remain. The focus on US data could limit generalizability, and the emphasis on large firms 

in the sample could introduce bias. Future research could examine cross-border M&A and long-

term effects to deepen insights into the value of intangible assets.  

In practice, the findings underscore the importance of transparent communication about intan-

gible assets in M&A announcements. Investors could refine valuation models to better account 

for these assets. By considering differentiated intangible assets, I extend the theories of intel-

lectual capital and resource-based competitive advantage and show how different intangible 

assets affect firm valuation in unique ways. The findings suggest that strategic communication 

of intangibles is important for firms in the M&A context. Managers should actively communi-

cate patent portfolios and other intangible assets during acquisitions and report transparently on 

active research projects of the target to optimize the acquirer’s market value. Future studies 

could focus on examining the long-term effects of intangibles on firm performance, considering 

international differences in the market reaction.  



 

26 

References  

American Association of University Professors. n.d. “Intangible Assets and Intellectual Prop-

erty.” Accessed October 3, 2024. https://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/files/Intangi-

bleAssets.pdf. 

Arikan, Asli M. 2002. “Does It Pay-Off to Capture Intangible Assets Through Mergers and 

Acquisitions?” Academy of Management Proceedings 2002 (1): R1–6. 

https://doi.org/10.5465/apbpp.2002.7516539. 

Bain & Company. n.d. “Global M&A Report 2024.” Accessed December 6, 2024. 

https://www.bain.com/globalassets/noindex/2024/bain_report_global_m_and_a_re-

port_2024.pdf. 

Barney, Jay. 1991. “Firm Resources and Sustained Competitive Advantage.” Journal of Man-

agement 17 (1): 99–120. https://doi.org/10.1177/014920639101700108. 

Battagello, Franco Maria, Livio Cricelli, and Michele Grimaldi. 2019. “Prioritization of Strate-

gic Intangible Assets in Make/Buy Decisions.” Sustainability 11 (5): 1267. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su11051267. 

Bena, Jan, and Kai Li. 2014. “Corporate Innovations and Mergers and Acquisitions.” The Jour-

nal of Finance 69 (5): 1923–60. https://doi.org/10.1111/jofi.12059. 

Bhattacharya, Debarati, and Wei-Hsien Li. 2020. “Wealth Effects of Relative Firm Value in 

M&A Deals: Reallocation of Physical versus Intangible Assets.” Review of Quantitative 

Finance and Accounting 55 (4): 1513–48. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11156-020-00882-

0. 

Bloom, Nicholas, Mark Schankerman, and John van Reenen. 2013. “Identifying Technology 

Spillovers and Product Market Rivalry.” Econometrica 81 (4): 1347–93. 

https://doi.org/10.3982/ECTA9466. 



 

27 

Brown, Stephen J., and Jerold B. Warner. 1980. “Measuring Security Price Performance.” Jour-

nal of Financial Economics 8 (3): 205–58. https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-

405X(80)90002-1. 

———. 1985. “Using Daily Stock Returns.” Journal of Financial Economics 14 (1): 3–31. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-405X(85)90042-X. 

Bureau of Economic Analysis. 2024. “Detailed Data for Fixed Assets and Consumer Durable 

Goods.” Suitland, MD: United States Department of Commerce. 

https://apps.bea.gov/national/FA2004/Details/xls/DetailNonres_rate.xlsx. 

Clausen, Saskia, and Stefan Hirth. 2016. “Measuring the Value of Intangibles.” Journal of Cor-

porate Finance 40 (2016): 110–27. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcorpfin.2016.07.012. 

Corona, Carlos. 2009. “Dynamic Performance Measurement with Intangible Assets.” Review 

of Accounting Studies 14 (2–3): 314–48. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11142-009-9095-6. 

Cosmulese, Cristina Gabriela, Marian Socoliuc, Marius-Sorin Ciubotariu, Veronica Grosu, and 

Dorel Mateş. 2021. “Empirical Study on the Impact of Evaluation of Intangible Assets 

on the Market Value of the Listed Companies.” E&M Economics and Management 24 

(1): 84–101. https://doi.org/10.15240/tul/001/2021-1-006. 

Crouzet, Nicolas, and Janice Eberly. 2019. “Understanding Weak Capital Investment: The Role 

of Market Concentration and Intangibles.” 25869. Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of 

Economic Research. https://doi.org/10.3386/w25869. 

Desai, Pranav, Ekaterina Gavrilova, Rui Silva, and Margarida Soares. 2022. “The Value of 

Trademarks.” Lisbon: Nova School of Business and Economics. 

https://www.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4280505. 

Dijk, Esmée S. R., José L. Moraga‐González, and Evgenia Motchenkova. 2024. “How Do Start‐

up Acquisitions Affect the Direction of Innovation?” The Journal of Industrial Econom-

ics 72 (1): 118–56. https://doi.org/10.1111/joie.12349. 



 

28 

Ewens, Michael, and Matt Marx. 2024. “Patent Data with Founding Year Variable.” Zenodo. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.12706672. 

Ewens, Michael, Ryan H. Peters, and Sean Wang. 2024. “Measuring Intangible Capital with 

Market Prices.” Management Science, April. https://doi.org/10.1287/mnsc.2021.02058. 

Falato, Antonio, Dalida Kadyrzhanova, Jae Sim, and Roberto Steri. 2022. “Rising Intangible 

Capital, Shrinking Debt Capacity, and the U.S. Corporate Savings Glut.” The Journal 

of Finance 77 (5): 2799–2852. https://doi.org/10.1111/jofi.13174. 

Fama, Eugene F., and Kenneth R. French. 1993. “Common Risk Factors in the Returns on 

Stocks and Bonds.” Journal of Financial Economics 33 (1): 3–56. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/0304-405X(93)90023-5. 

———. 2015. “A Five-Factor Asset Pricing Model.” Journal of Financial Economics 116 (1): 

1–22. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfineco.2014.10.010. 

FASB. 2024. ASC 805. Business Combinations. Financial Accounting Standard Board. 

Fischer, Thomas M., and Kim T. Baumgartner. 2021. “Understanding the Reporting of Intan-

gibles from a Business Perspective.” In Intangibles in the World of Transfer Pricing: 

Identifying - Valuing - Implementing, edited by Björn Heidecke, Marc C. Hübscher, 

Richard Schmidtke, and Martin Schmitt, 75–113. Cham: Springer International Publish-

ing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-73332-6_6. 

Gerybadze, Alexander, and Bernd Gaiser. 2005. “Controlling von Intangibles und Innovation-

skapital: Innovation Audit und Innovation Scorecard.” In Controlling und Management 

von Intangible Assets, edited by Dirk Hachmeister, 86–94. Wiesbaden: Gabler Verlag. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-663-09514-9_8. 

Haddad, Valentin, Paul Ho, and Erik Loualiche. 2022. “Bubbles and the Value of Innovation.” 

Journal of Financial Economics 145 (1): 69–84. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfineco.2022.04.006. 



 

29 

Hall, Bronwyn. 2002. “The Financing of Research and Development.” Oxford Review of Eco-

nomic Policy 18 (1): 35–51. https://doi.org/10.1093/oxrep/18.1.35. 

Hall, Richard. 1992. “The Strategic Analysis of Intangible Resources.” Strategic Management 

Journal 13 (2): 135–44. https://www.jstor.org/stable/2486410. 

Hall, Robert E. 2001. “The Stock Market and Capital Accumulation.” American Economic Re-

view 91 (5): 1185–1202. https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.91.5.1185. 

Heiens, Richard A., Robert T. Leach, and Leanne C. Mcgrath. 2007. “The Contribution of In-

tangible Assets and Expenditures to Shareholder Value.” Journal of Strategic Market-

ing 15 (2–3): 149–59. https://doi.org/10.1080/09652540701319011. 

IASB. 2020. IAS 38. Intangible Assets. International Accounting Standards Board. 

Keller, Kevin Lane. 2001. “Building Customer-Based Brand Equity: A Blueprint for Creating 

Strong Brands.” 01–107. Cambridge, MA: Marketing Science Institute. http://thearf-

org-unified-admin.s3.amazonaws.com/MSI/2020/06/MSI_Report_01-107.pdf. 

Kogan, Leonid, Dimitris Papanikolaou, Amit Seru, and Noah Stoffman. 2017. “Technological 

Innovation, Resource Allocation, and Growth.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 

132 (2): 665–712. https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjw040. 

Kongpichayanond, Pimpimon. 2009. “Knowledge Management for Sustained Competitive Ad-

vantage in Mergers and Acquisitions.” Advances in Developing Human Resources 11 

(3): 375–87. https://doi.org/10.1177/1523422309339725. 

Lehmann, Erik E., and Manuel T. Schwerdtfeger. 2016. “Evaluation of IPO-Firm Takeovers: 

An Event Study.” Small Business Economics 47 (4): 921–38. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-016-9740-y. 

Lev, Baruch, and Theodore Sougiannis. 1996. “The Capitalization, Amortization, and Value-

Relevance of R&D.” Journal of Accounting and Economics 21 (1): 107–38. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/0165-4101(95)00410-6. 



 

30 

Lim, Steve C., Antonio J. Macias, and Thomas Moeller. 2020. “Intangible Assets and Capital 

Structure.” Journal of Banking & Finance 118 (September):105873. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbankfin.2020.105873. 

Lindenberg, Eric B., and Stephen A. Ross. 1981. “Tobin’s q Ratio and Industrial Organization.” 

The Journal of Business 54 (1): 1–32. https://www.jstor.org/stable/2352631. 

MacKinlay, A. Craig. 1997. “Event Studies in Finance and Economics.” Journal of Economic 

Literature 35 (1): 13–39. https://econpapers.repec.org/arti-

cle/aeajeclit/v_3a35_3ay_3a1997_3ai_3a1_3ap_3a13-39.htm. 

Masulis, Ronald W., Syed Walid Reza, and Rong Guo. 2023. “The Sources of Value Creation 

in Acquisitions of Intangible Assets.” Journal of Banking & Finance 154 (Septem-

ber):106879. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbankfin.2023.106879. 

Meyer, Klaus E., Ram Mudambi, and Rajneesh Narula. 2011. “Multinational Enterprises and 

Local Contexts: The Opportunities and Challenges of Multiple Embeddedness.” Jour-

nal of Management Studies 48 (2): 235–52. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-

6486.2010.00968.x. 

Moeller, Sara B, Frederik P Schlingemann, and René M Stulz. 2004. “Firm Size and the Gains 

from Acquisitions.” Journal of Financial Economics 73 (2): 201–28. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfineco.2003.07.002. 

Moro-Visconti, Roberto. 2022. The Valuation of Digital Intangibles: Technology, Marketing, 

and the Metaverse. Cham: Springer International Publishing. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-09237-4. 

Moura, Geovanne Dias De, Suélen Aparecida Barbosa, Natália Da Silva Schio, and Sady Maz-

zioni. 2020. “Intangible Assets Influence Financial Performance and Market Value of 

Family Publicly Traded Companies?” Revista Catarinense Da Ciência Contábil 19 

(April). https://doi.org/10.16930/2237-766220202815. 



 

31 

Ocean Tomo. n.d. “Intangible Asset Market Value Study.” Accessed November 16, 2024. 

https://oceantomo.com/intangible-asset-market-value-study/. 

Peng, Yi-Ting, Jia-Ying Zhang, and Justine S. Chang. 2021. “Exploring the Relevance of In-

tangible Assets and Capital Structure.” International Journal of Trade, Economics and 

Finance 12 (6): 144–48. https://doi.org/10.18178/ijtef.2021.12.6.709. 

Peters, Ryan H., and Lucian A. Taylor. 2017. “Intangible Capital and the Investment-q Rela-

tion.” Journal of Financial Economics 123 (2): 251–72. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfineco.2016.03.011. 

Phillips, Gordon M., and Alexei Zhdanov. 2013. “R&D and the Incentives from Merger and 

Acquisition Activity.” Review of Financial Studies 26 (1): 34–78. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/rfs/hhs109. 

Sacui, Violeta, and Miclea Camelia Szatmary. 2015. “Intangible Assets in Business Combina-

tions.” Review of International Comparative Management 16 (3): 385–97. 

Sevilir, Merih, and Xuan Tian. 2012. “Acquiring Innovation.” Bloomington, IN: Kelley School 

of Business Indiana University. http://www.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1731722. 

Simon, Carol J., and Mary W. Sullivan. 1993. “The Measurement and Determinants of Brand 

Equity: A Financial Approach.” Marketing Science 12 (1): 28–52. 

https://doi.org/10.1287/mksc.12.1.28. 

Sorrentino, Giuseppe, Mario Situm, Yuliia Serpeninova, Milos Tumpach, and Zuzana 

Juhaszova. 2024. “Supporting Management Decisions for M&A Transactions Based on 

the Strategic Allocation of Intangible Assets.” Problems and Perspectives in Manage-

ment 22 (2): 539–54. https://doi.org/10.21511/ppm.22(2).2024.42. 

Spender, John-Christopher, and Robert M. Grant. 1996. “Knowledge and the Firm: Overview.” 

Strategic Management Journal 17 (S2): 5–9. https://doi.org/10.1002/smj.4250171103. 



 

32 

Stein, Jeremy C. 1989. “Efficient Capital Markets, Inefficient Firms: A Model of Myopic Cor-

porate Behavior.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 104 (4): 655. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2937861. 

Tahat, Yasean A., Ahmed H. Ahmed, and Mohammad M. Alhadab. 2018. “The Impact of In-

tangibles on Firms’ Financial and Market Performance: UK Evidence.” Review of 

Quantitative Finance and Accounting 50 (4): 1147–68. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11156-

017-0657-6. 

United States Patents and Trademark Office. 2024. “Patent Essentials.” August 27, 2024. 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/essentials. 

U.S. Department Of Labor. n.d. “Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Manual.” Accessed 

October 21, 2024. https://www.osha.gov/data/sic-manual. 

Warren, Kim. 2000. “The Softer Side of Strategy Dynamics.” Business Strategy Review 11 (1): 

45–58. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8616.00128. 

Whitwell, Gregory J., Bryan A. Lukas, and Paul Hill. 2007. “Stock Analysts’ Assessments of 

the Shareholder Value of Intangible Assets.” Journal of Business Research 60 (1): 84–

90. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2006.09.017. 

Will, Markus. 2011. Wertorientiertes Kommunikationsmanagement. 129. Stuttgart: Schäffer-

Poeschel. 

WIPO. 2020. What Is Intellectual Property? Geneva: World Intellectual Property Organization. 

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_450_2020.pdf. 

Yamaguchi, Tomohiro. 2014. “Intangible Asset Valuation Model Using Panel Data.” Asia-Pa-

cific Financial Markets 21 (2): 175–91. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10690-014-9181-z. 

  



 

33 

Appendix  

Appendix 1. Development of the share of Intangible Assets in relation to Market Capitalization in the S&P 500 

 

Source: Ocean Tomo (n.d.).  

17%

32%

68%

80%
84%

90%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2020

S
h
ar

e 
in

 m
ar

k
et

 c
ap

it
al

iz
at

io
n

Intangible Assets Tangible Assets



 

34 

Appendix 2. Overview of the different dimensions of intellectual capital 

 

Source: Based on Will (2011).  
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Appendix 3. Cumulative patent value of the data set from Kogan et al. (2017) 

 

 Source: Own illustration based on Kogan et al. (2017).  
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Appendix 4. Evolution of SGA and R&D Expenses by Industry over Time for the Sample of M&A targets 

A. Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing B. Mining C. Construction 

   

D. Manufacturing 

E. Transportation, Communications, Electric, Gas, and 

Sanitary service F. Wholesale Trade 

   

G. Retail Trade H. Finance, Insurance, And Real Estate I. Services 

   

 R&D Expenses           SGA Expenses  

Note: All values are in millions of USD.  

Source: Own illustration. 
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Appendix 5. Calculation of the patent similarity (simplified) according to Bloom, 

Schankerman, and van Reenen (2013) 

i. Calculation of technology field shares  

Each company 𝑖 owns several patents covering various fields of technology 𝑘 are distrib-

uted. The share of a company's patents in a technology field is calculated as: 

(A-1) 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑖,𝑘 =
𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠𝑖,𝑘

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠𝑖

 
 

𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠𝑖,𝑘 is the number of patents held by company 𝑖 in the technology field 𝑘, while 

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠𝑖 is the total number of patents held by company 𝑖. This results in a vector 

of shares for each company (𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑖,1, 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑖,2, . . . , 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑖,𝐾).  

ii. Correlation between the companies  

The similarity between two companies 𝑖 and 𝑗 is calculated based on the shares in all tech-

nology fields 𝑘 and is calculated using the cosine similarity formula: 

(A-2) 𝑡𝑒𝑐𝑖,𝑗 =
∑ 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑖,𝑘 × 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑗,𝑘

𝐾
𝑘=1

√∑ 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑖,𝑘
2𝐾

𝑘=1 × √∑ 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑠ℎ𝑗,𝑘
2𝐾

𝑘=1

  

Here, the numerator measures the scalar product of the proportion vectors, which measures 

the joint distribution over technology fields. The denominator measures the product norms 

of the vectors to account for the length of the vectors. 𝑡𝑒𝑐𝑖,𝑗 is between 0 and 1, with 0 

indicating no overlap between the technology fields and 1 indicating a perfect match be-

tween the technology fields. 

iii. Matrix representation 

For all companies (𝑖, 𝑗) a pairwise similarity matrix is created: 

(A-3) 𝑇𝐸𝐶𝑁×𝑁 = [

𝑡𝑒𝑐1,1

𝑡𝑒𝑐2,1

⋮
𝑡𝑒𝑐𝑁,1

  

𝑡𝑒𝑐1,2

𝑡𝑒𝑐2,2

⋮
𝑡𝑒𝑐𝑁,2

  

⋯
⋯
⋱
⋯

  

𝑡𝑒𝑐1,𝑁

𝑡𝑒𝑐2,𝑁

⋮
𝑡𝑒𝑐4,𝑁

] 
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Appendix 6. Overview of the variables used in the analysis 

Variable Description Source 

Variables in the main analysis 

EPA Economic patent values, are calculated based on patent-re-

lated market value and share prices according to the meth-

odology of Kogan et al. For each company, the EPA (Eco-

nomic Patent Assets) results from the 𝐸𝑃𝑉𝑗, as the sum of 

all patent values up to the effective date of the announce-

ment, adjusted by the similarity score. 

Kogan et al. (2024) and 

Bloom, Schankerman, 

and van Reenen (2013) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 

Sum of historical R&D and SGA investments, adjusted us-

ing the amortization rates provided by Bureau of Economic 

Analysis (2024), with data dating back to 1962. The calcu-

lation includes all historical SGA costs up to the announce-

ment date and R&D costs up to one year prior, with patent 

values subtracted in the final step. 

Compustat - Capital IQ, 

Bureau of Economic 

Analysis (2017) and 

Kogan et al. (2024) 

Unrealized R&D  Ongoing R&D expenditures in the last 12 months are con-

sidered as a ratio to revenue to capture projects still in pro-

gress. 

Compustat - Capital IQ 

Acquirer Size Logarithm of the acquirer’s market capitalization 10 days 

prior to the announcement to account for economies of 

scale. 

Compustat - Capital IQ 

Leverage Ratio Ratio of liabilities to the total assets reported by the ac-

quirer. 

Compustat - Capital IQ 

Value of last M&A 

activities 

Cumulative value of the acquirer’s M&A transactions over 

the last 10 years. 

SDC Platinum 

Intensity of M&A 

market 

HHI is based on the cumulative 10-year M&A transaction 

values in the acquirer’s industry. Industries falling within 

the top 20% of M&A market concentration are assigned a 

dummy variable to indicate high market dominance. 

SDC Platinum and 

Compustat - Capital IQ 

Market Perfor-

mance 

Average market return (S&P 500 Index) over the 60 trading 

days before the announcement. 

Compustat - Capital IQ 

Variables in the robustness analysis 

In-process R&D Captures incomplete R&D projects, using natural logarithm 

transformations for comparability. 

Ewens, Peters, and 

Wang (2024) 

Patents Specified value for patents in the 10-K report. Ewens, Peters, and 

Wang (2024) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property 

Sum of trademarks, trade names, brands, technology, work-

force, non-compete agreements, maintenance support con-

tracts, customer relationships contracts, and contractual 

rights. 

Ewens, Peters, and 

Wang (2024) 

Note: Non-existent data that does not necessarily have to be available, such as historical R&D expenses, is set to 0 in the study.  
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Appendix 7. Regression results in the five-day time window using the FF5 model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-2, 2] is considered. The 

CAR is predicted using the FF5 model. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-2, 2] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0022*** 

(40.36) 

0.0029*** 

(14.27) 

0.0028*** 

(13.61) 

0.0022*** 

(13.61) 

0.0024*** 

(11.98) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000*** 

(4.1) 

0.0000*** 

(4.03) 

0.0000** 

(2.73) 

0.0000** 

(2.59) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0016*** 

(-15.7) 

-0.0014*** 

(-8.61) 

-0.0014*** 

(-8.19) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0028 

(-0.94) 

-0.0030 

(-1.03) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0011 

(0.17) 

0.0010 

(0.15) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0017 

(-1.45) 

-0.0017 

(-1.51) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     0.0208 

(1.23) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     6.1620*** 

(3.67) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1140 1140 1140 1114 1114 

R2 0.0706 0.0716 0.0768 0.0951 0.0980 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 8. Regression results in the seven-day time window using the FF5 model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-3, 3] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the FF5 model. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-3, 3] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0024*** 

(26.5) 

0.0032*** 

(6.81) 

0.0031*** 

(6.72) 

0.0024*** 

(6.88) 

0.0026*** 

(7.81) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000 

(1.75) 

0.0000 

(1.73) 

0.0000 

(0.88) 

0.0000 

(0.87) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0017*** 

(-15.33) 

-0.0015*** 

(-7.62) 

-0.0015*** 

(-7.74) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0029 

(-0.98) 

-0.0031 

(-1.06) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0074 

(1.05) 

0.0074 

(1.01) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0020 

(-1.41) 

-0.0021 

(-1.52) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     0.1094** 

(3.39) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     8.9442*** 

(5.2) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1139 1139 1139 1113 1113 

R2 0.0692 0.0702 0.0744 0.0934 0.1031 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 9. Regression results in the three-day time window using the FF3 model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-1, 1] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the FF3 model. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-1, 1] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0029*** 

(76.13) 

0.0036*** 

(17.42) 

0.0035*** 

(16.86) 

0.0031*** 

(18.29) 

0.0033*** 

(17.62) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000** 

(3.62) 

0.0000** 

(3.53) 

0.0000*** 

(6.02) 

0.0000*** 

(6.39) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0015*** 

(-23.8) 

-0.0014*** 

(-13.17) 

-0.0013*** 

(-14.43) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0007 

(-0.31) 

-0.0010 

(-0.48) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0041 

(0.94) 

0.0039 

(0.85) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0018** 

(-2.67) 

-0.0017** 

(-2.81) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     -0.0082 

(-0.69) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     7.9882*** 

(3.74) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1142 1142 1142 1116 1116 

R2 0.0674 0.0685 0.0746 0.0912 0.0971 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 10. Regression results in the five-day time window using the FF3 model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-2, 2] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the FF3 model. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-2, 2] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0022*** 

(40.36) 

0.0029*** 

(14.27) 

0.0028*** 

(13.61) 

0.0022*** 

(13.61) 

0.0024*** 

(11.98) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000*** 

(4.1) 

0.0000*** 

(4.03) 

0.0000** 

(2.73) 

0.0000** 

(2.59) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0016*** 

(-15.7) 

-0.0014*** 

(-8.61) 

-0.0014*** 

(-8.19) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0028 

(-0.94) 

-0.0030 

(-1.03) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0011 

(0.17) 

0.0010 

(0.15) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0017 

(-1.45) 

-0.0017 

(-1.51) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     0.0208 

(1.23) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     6.1620*** 

(3.67) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1140 1140 1140 1114 1114 

R2 0.0706 0.0716 0.0768 0.0951 0.0980 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 11. Regression results in the seven-day time window using the FF3 model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-3, 3] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the FF3 model. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-3, 3] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0024*** 

(26.5) 

0.0032*** 

(6.81) 

0.0031*** 

(6.72) 

0.0024*** 

(6.88) 

0.0026*** 

(7.81) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000 

(1.75) 

0.0000 

(1.73) 

0.0000 

(0.88) 

0.0000 

(0.87) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0017*** 

(-15.33) 

-0.0015*** 

(-7.62) 

-0.0015*** 

(-7.74) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0029 

(-0.98) 

-0.0031 

(-1.06) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0074 

(1.05) 

0.0074 

(1.01) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0020 

(-1.41) 

-0.0021 

(-1.52) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     0.1094** 

(3.39) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     8.9442*** 

(5.2) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1139 1139 1139 1113 1113 

R2 0.0692 0.0702 0.0744 0.0934 0.1031 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 12. Regression results in the three-day time window using the Market Model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-1, 1] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the Market Model based on the S&P 500 index. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-1, 1] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0029*** 

(76.13) 

0.0036*** 

(17.42) 

0.0035*** 

(16.86) 

0.0031*** 

(18.29) 

0.0033*** 

(17.62) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000** 

(3.62) 

0.0000** 

(3.53) 

0.0000*** 

(6.02) 

0.0000*** 

(6.39) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0015*** 

(-23.8) 

-0.0014*** 

(-13.17) 

-0.0013*** 

(-14.43) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0007 

(-0.31) 

-0.0010 

(-0.48) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0041 

(0.94) 

0.0039 

(0.85) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0018** 

(-2.67) 

-0.0017** 

(-2.81) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     -0.0082 

(-0.69) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     7.9882*** 

(3.74) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1142 1142 1142 1116 1116 

R2 0.0674 0.0685 0.0746 0.0912 0.0971 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 13. Regression results in the five-day time window using the Market Model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-2, 2] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the Market Model based on the S&P 500 index. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-2, 2] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0022*** 

(40.36) 

0.0029*** 

(14.27) 

0.0028*** 

(13.61) 

0.0022*** 

(13.61) 

0.0024*** 

(11.98) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000*** 

(4.1) 

0.0000*** 

(4.03) 

0.0000** 

(2.73) 

0.0000** 

(2.59) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0016*** 

(-15.7) 

-0.0014*** 

(-8.61) 

-0.0014*** 

(-8.19) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0028 

(-0.94) 

-0.0030 

(-1.03) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0011 

(0.17) 

0.0010 

(0.15) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0017 

(-1.45) 

-0.0017 

(-1.51) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     0.0208 

(1.23) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     6.1620*** 

(3.67) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1140 1140 1140 1114 1114 

R2 0.0706 0.0716 0.0768 0.0951 0.0980 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 14. Regression results in the seven-day time window using the Market Model 

In this model, an estimation period of [-130, -10] is assumed and an event window of [-3, 3] is considered. The 

CAR are predicted using the Market Model based on the S&P 500 index. 

Independent  

Variable 

CAR [-3, 3] 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Intangible characteristics      

EPA 0.0024*** 

(26.5) 

0.0032*** 

(6.81) 

0.0031*** 

(6.72) 

0.0024*** 

(6.88) 

0.0026*** 

(7.81) 

Adjusted Intangible 

Property Intensity 
 0.0000 

(1.75) 

0.0000 

(1.73) 

0.0000 

(0.88) 

0.0000 

(0.87) 

Unrealized R&D    -0.0017*** 

(-15.33) 

-0.0015*** 

(-7.62) 

-0.0015*** 

(-7.74) 

Acquirer characteristics      

Acquirer Size    -0.0029 

(-0.98) 

-0.0031 

(-1.06) 

Leverage Ratio    0.0074 

(1.05) 

0.0074 

(1.01) 

Value of last M&A 

activities 
   -0.0020 

(-1.41) 

-0.0021 

(-1.52) 

Industry characteristics      

Intensity of M&A market     0.1094** 

(3.39) 

Market characteristics      

Market Performance     8.9442*** 

(5.2) 

Sector Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Year Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 1139 1139 1139 1113 1113 

R2 0.0692 0.0702 0.0744 0.0934 0.1031 

Note: Patent values are included in the analysis in USD billions. ∗∗∗, ∗∗, and ∗ denote statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% 

levels, respectively. t-statistics are reported in parentheses. 
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Appendix 15. Advantages and disadvantages of using historical costs as an estimation method for determining intangible property 

Aspect Advantages Disadvantages 

Data availability  • Historical cost data is often readily available in financial 

reports. 

• Historical costs do not reflect the current market value of 

intangible assets. 

Simplicity • Easier to calculate compared to market-based valuations. • The future economic benefits of the expenditure are not 

captured. 

Consistency  • Provides a consistent approach for comparing different 

companies or time periods. 

• Dependent on consistent accounting practices, which may 

vary from company to company. 

Cost approach  • Reflects the company's actual expenditure on R&D and 

SGA. 

• Does not consider impairment due to relevance or obsoles-

cence over time. 

Regulatory focus  • Reflects accounting standards, which are often based on 

historical cost measures. 

• Does not consider how effectively costs can be converted 

into value added. 

Focus on inputs  • Emphasizes investment efforts in innovation and organiza-

tional capabilities. 

• Does not consider the output or success of these efforts, 

such as patents or market reach. 

Transparency  • Transparent and verifiable data source. • Unquantified elements such as employee expertise or 

brand value may be ignored. 

Industry-specific relevance  • Allows comparisons within industries where R&D inten-

sity varies widely. 

• Unsuitable for rapidly developing industries where intangi-

ble assets dominate. 

Source: Own illustration. 
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Appendix 16. Possibility of increasing shareholder value through intangible assets in M&A 

 

Source: Own illustration based on Gerybadze and Gaiser (2005). 

Applications and  

capabilities Performance 

M&A  
announcement 

Are the new intangible assets 

able to be used successfully in 

the acquiring company? 

Intangible Assets in the long term 

Deal is  
executed 

Deal is 

canceled 

Shareholders receive  

no benefit 

Management 

competence 

Property  

protection
a
 

Focus on  
Intangible  

Assets 

Competences  
& Resource 

strength 

Performance on 
Intangible 

Assets
b
 

Process/ 

Cost Performance 

Branding &  

Positioning 

Customer 

Performance 

no 

Market value  

should increase 

Shareholder value  

creation 

yes 

Notes: 
a Both the legal protection and the ability of competitors to copy the object must be considered. 
b For example, the degree of innovation or the number of new products can be considered.  
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