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Migrations, power and the human body. Nuno Silas' Joni: Portrait of Mozambican
Miners and Families in South Africa Revisited

Abstract

The history of labour migration of Mozambicans to South Africa began in the 1800s; at
that time, Mozambique was a Portuguese colony. The article presents a body of artwork
by Nuno Silas related to migratory communities to South Africa. It combines past and
present historical tensions between migration, power, political instability, and the human
body as social history. Joni is an experimental art installation that includes sounds and
photographs on a large scale. In the project, Nuno Silas examines stories of the everyday
life of Mozambican miners under Apartheid and during the Mozambique revolution to
post-independence. Escaping from compulsory recruitment for the army carried out by
the Mozambican Armed Forces, people left their country searching for a triumph of life
in neighbour South Africa. Using family documents and narratives, the installation brings
a complex interpretation of the power of documentary photography developed at that time
(the 1960s). The piece also includes sound by Fany Pfumo and Francisco Mahecuane,
Moda Xicavalo and Makwayela dance - the traditional dance deeply rooted in the south
of Mozambique established by the miner worker, which explores the experience of
Mozambicans in South Africa.

Keywords: Joni; experimental art; migrations; Nuno Silas; Makwayela.

Biographical notes
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