
citation chaining. Data selection and analysis were guided by pretest
forms. From 128 articles screened, 52 met inclusion criteria for the
IHR implementation review. 135 challenges were identified, in these
categories: (1) requirement of financial and technical resources, (2)
lack of enforcement and accountability mechanisms, (3) need for
rules clarification, (4) deterrents to reporting, (5) inadequate gov-
ernance, (6) insufficient cooperation between countries, (7) sover-
eignty issues, (8) scarcity of guidance and technical support from
WHO, (9) lack of inclusion of roles for relevant non-state actors,
(10) conflicts and emergencies. In the COVID-19 review, 15 articles
were included. Although the role of the IHR during Health
Emergencies was acknowledged, most countries faced limitations
in its implementation during the pandemic. Key lessons included
reinforcing the global health security strategy, reviewing the IHR to
address current challenges and strengthening countries and states’
commitment to resolutions compliance. The ongoing debate over
IHR updates confirms the need for its revision to safeguard global
health. A more effective response grounded on the IHR is needed to
face upcoming and expected events of COVID-19’s magnitude
and severity.
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duced and the possibility of these remaining and dispersing, impact-
ing disease transmission dynamics. The International Health
Regulations (IHR) establish the need to ensure veterinary care for
animals affected by infectious diseases that pose a risk to public health
through isolation, treatment and the demanding of other services.
Concurrently, globalisation and increased travel have reshaped disease
epidemiology, and new and old pathogens threaten to up-end the
balance of travel. Two scoping reviews were conducted to explore
the IHR’s role in animal monitoring and control and its interface
with travel medicine. The scoping reviews followed Joanna Briggs
Institute (JBI) framework, utilising the PubMed, B-on,
Biomedcentral, ScienceDirect, Medscape, Medline, World of
Science, SCOPUS, and Google Scholar databases. English publications
and grey literature were included. Regarding animal control, 21
articles were analysed. Most focused-on zoonosis prevention and
addressed the international context and highlighted the international
significance of applying the IHR for animal monitoring and control,
addressing all core capacities. As for travel medicine, other 21 articles
were included, highlighting applications in vaccine management, not-
ably for COVID-19 and yellow fever. The IHR and its core capacities
are essential in the monitoring and control of animals, with the One
Health approach and effort sharing being the ideal method to prevent
and respond to outbreaks and pandemics of zoonotic diseases. On the
other hand, there is sparse literature about the integration of travel
medicine within the IHR framework. Lack of standardisation in meth-
ods to evaluate the impact of the IHR is an issue. There’s a need for
closer collaboration between clinical practice and legal frameworks to
enhance global health preparedness.
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Vector-borne diseases pose a significant global threat, with approxi-
mately 500 million reported cases annually, affecting previously un-
affected regions due to climate change and increased international
travel. This presentation brings insights from two scoping reviews
examining the implementation and operationalization of the
International Health Regulations (IHR) in preventing the spread
of vector-borne diseases. The first review analysed strategies and
policies adopted at continental and national levels and identified
four major categories of measures: surveillance and epidemic intel-
ligence, Declaration of Public Health Emergency of International
Concern, measures in Points of Entry, and vaccination status.
Surveillance systems vary widely across countries, with severe asym-
metries in their implementation. The COVID-19 pandemic facili-
tated the adoption of screening measures and collaboration with
airlines and travel agencies, highlighting the importance of early
detection and response. An additional review focused on the con-
tribution of IHR to public health action in monitoring and control-
ling vector-borne diseases. It emphasised the prioritisation of
preventive measures related to travel and borders, including vector
surveillance. Environmental changes, particularly socio-ecological
and climate factors, influence the recurrence of outbreaks, creating
the need for enhanced epidemic intelligence. Both reviews under-
scored the importance of cooperation between institutions and
countries in effectively monitoring and controlling vector-borne
diseases. Assessing core capacities under the IHR enables readiness
levels in outbreak response to be measured, promoting concerted
action tailored to each epidemiological context. As the world faces
ongoing health challenges, it is imperative for State Parties to refine
their core capacities in alignment with the lessons learned from the
COVID-19 pandemic, ensuring a robust global response to future
infectious disease outbreaks.
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The
revised in 2005, represent a binding framework for 196 countries to
combat global health threats. Historically, the IHR emerged in re-
sponse to the need for a collective defence against the spread of
infectious diseases. In the present, the IHR provides a legal structure
for the World Health Organization (WHO) and its member states to
report public health emergencies of international concern, ensuring
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